
Maharaja of Indian Roads: 
A Brand Story

Simple! Authentic! Timeless!

Ride with Pride



Hindustan Motors Limited is the ancestor to all automobile manufacturing 

companies of India. It was established in 1942 before India’s independence. 

It was a flagship company of C.K. Birla group. Originally the company had a 

small assembling plant at Port Okha, Gujarat. Main purpose was to reduce 

transportation costs because all parts were imported from foreign 

companies. Later it was shifted to Uttarpara, West Bengal due to cheaper 

raw materials and low labor cost. This later resulted in one of the most 

successful motor cars of India, the ambassador.

Hindustan Motors manufactured the Ambassador and Landmaster 

motorcars (based on 1956 Morris Oxford series III), both immensely popular 

Indian automobiles, from 1957–2014.

One of the original three car manufacturers in India, founded in 1942 by Mr. 

B.M. Birla, it was a leader in car sales until the 1980s, when the industry was 

opened up from protection. All through its history, the company has 

depended on government patronage for its sales and for survival by 

eliminating competition.

History
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Evolution of Logo

The logo from it’s initial days to now is what one can say ‘simple’, but ‘iconic”.

The TM is registered under the category of device mark under 12 category.

There is one difference and similarity as well in respect to the evolution of the 

logo of Hindustan Motors between the previous and the recent one.

The former and the latter logos have written Hindustan Motors in bold capital 

form and the short form of HM alongside. But the older logos do not have any 

color combinations or any design formation in the words. Wherein the latest 

logo, comprises a combination of yellow, dark blue and white color 

combination and the way ’HM’ is written is also more modern and unique.
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Evolution of India’s pride
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Evolution of India’s pride

From being the ‘lal peeli’ gaadi to the ‘lal batti’ gaadi, the Amdassabor was a 

true beacon of Indian indigenous automotive manufacturing. It was also 

recognized as a symbol of Swadeshi for the two following reasons, firstly it 

was entirely manufactured in India and lastly the Hindustan Motors was owned 

by the Birlas, an industrial house which played an active role in India’s freedom 

movement.

It was in 2014 that Hindustan Motors finally ended the production of 

Ambassador, following a failed attempt at re-branding the car in a more 

compact and swanky version titled ‘Amby.

Hindustan Motors currently does not own any trademark registrations 

related to the word 'Ambassador'. The earlier mark owned by HM was not 

renewed, and applications for the new mark bearing numbers 2803570 and 

2803571 have been advertised with the opposition period getting over on 

February 9, 2017 and February 9, 2016 respectively and no  opposition have 

been filed against the same.  While the brand name awaits its revival, the 

iconic Ambassador brand (including its trademarks ) was sold for a sum equal 

to Rs.80 crore.
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India’s- Desi Muscle Car
The Contessa or Conti was the country’s first luxury sedan. It was a 

‘foreign-looking’ stylish car that Indians craved for and especially those Indians 

who were stuck with domestic choices of a big, fat Ambassador or a basic 

Premier Padmini.  But this was an affordable desi car with videshi pretensions.

Based on Vauxhall cars, the Contessa was Hindustan Motors' more upmarket 

alternative to the Ambassador at the turn of the last century. The sedan was 

introduced the in the 1980 and was continued till the 2000s. 

The first application for the CONTESSA trademark was made in 1983. It can be 

observed that the first wordmark of CONTESSA is very modest as only bold and 

capital letters are there.

Making a comeback?
If recent TM applications are to be believed, then YES! The iconic Indian sedan 

is on its way back to the market as the company has executed a brand transfer 

agreement with SG Corporate Mobility Pvt Ltd on June 16, 2022 for the transfer 

of the Contessa brand, including the trademarks having application number and 

certain related rights of the brand, Hindustan Motors. The transfer of the brand 

shall be effective upon fulfillment of the terms and conditions as prescribed in 

the agreement. Hindustan Motors have recently trademarked the iconic 

‘Contessa’ name.
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India’s- Desi Muscle Car

Making a comeback?


